Ashley Creek Watershed Group

Phase I Mount Creek and Truman Creek

September 19, 2000

Kila School Gymnasium

OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE Members:

Mark Genrich, Anne Archie, Donn Shrader, Franz Barthel, Jeff Hutten, Dave Brant, Pam Barberis, Paul McClean, Harlan Steele, Pete Wade, Kurt Hafferman (MDNRC), Liz Hill (Flathead National Forest), Lynn DuCharme (CSKT), Rox Rogers (US FWS), Ron Steg (MDEQ), Andy Breuer (PCTC), Larry Van Rinsum (FCD), and Mark Holston (FBC).

CITIZEN COMMITTEE Members:

Cindy Ercoline, Jack Bradford

MINUTES:

Present:

Scott Payne (facilitator), Pam Barberis, Harlan Steele, Donn Shrader, Mark Genrich, Franz Barthel, Pete Wade, Dave Brant, Robin Morton, Kurt Hafferman, Ron Steg, Larry Van Rinsum, Mark Holston.

6:30 – 7:15 P.M.
Education Presentation: Flathead Conservation District


Larry Van Rinsum, a supervisor (board member) of the FCD, explained the legal basis of CDs in Montana, the agency’s role in reviewing and granting permits (310) for stream bank alterations, association with the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), and how one becomes a supervisor of a county DC (through election process, usually not contested). 

7:30 P.M.
Meeting commenced. 


Mount Creek Proposal:


Kurt Hafferman stated that his agency, MDNRC, would allow him to utilize his training as an engineer to do design work on restoration-type projects in the Mount Creek drainage. He also said that he could do contracting, work on proposals and assist in administering the work of contractors. He said the scope of work would include a ground survey, hydrologic model, cross section surveys, and mapping, among other tasks. In describing his concept of the work, he said he would chose to work from “the bottom up,” beginning with a channelized reach of the stream. He said the work could be ready to go to bid in February and could be done by spring. In response to Hafferman’s comments about the time-consuming nature of such a project, Franz Barthel agreed to assist with preparing the contracts.

The group agreed to accept Hafferman’s proposal.

He also suggest that the group should consider looking at the Ashley Lake flow release issue, reviewing historical information and working toward an updated management plan for the lake and Ashley Creek. Pete Wade said the group should first consider what a range of options would be in addressing this issue. Scott Payne suggested having a discussion at the next meeting to decide whether or not to pursue a management plan for Ashley Lake.

104 (b)(3) Grant Update:


The group discussed Ron Steg’s idea of using aerial photos to get better information on the watershed. He pointed out that collecting additional information, such as the kind that would be provided through the study of recent aerial photos, would lead to better understanding of water quality-related issues throughout the watershed. He said that photos help provide a more complete picture of the total watershed and that a good understanding of what’s wrong, what needs to be fixed and a plan to carry it out. Steg added that if a watershed scale plan is created that establishes priorities, it can facilitate receiving additional funding.


The aerial photo discussion was prompted by Payne’s comments about problems in following through with fieldwork previously scheduled for this fall. The busy forest fire season has increased the workload for key agency personnel who need to be involved in the team approach to the riparian and wetland assessment planned for Truman and Mount creeks. Agencies affected include MDEQ and MDNRC. The unavailability of such agency representatives, plus the stated need and benefit of aerial photos led to the possibility that the main portion of the work would be postponed until the spring months.


The group discussed pros and cons of delay and alternatives for correcting some perceived problems. Donn Shrader strongly stated the process should not be delayed – that work should begin without further study. Pete Wade said knowledge of local landowners could be important in assisting Watershed Consulting, the firm that will carry out the assessment work, in locating trouble spots.


It was agreed that there would be a $5000 cap on funds spent on the aerial photo project, including obtaining the photos, study and analysis.

DEQ Impaired Water Bodies Letter:


Pam Barberis has drafted the letter from the group commenting to MDEQ about the group’s desire to keep stream segments in the Ashley Creek Watershed currently on the agency’s 303(d) list under consideration for reassessment. Hafferman is reviewing the letter, and Steg will comment on the final draft at the next meeting.

Other Business:


Payne distributed copies of an example of a schedule that might be used for the group’s various ongoing projects. It will be reviewed and discussed.


The need to develop a roster for group membership was also stated.

The next meeting was set for Tuesday, October 17, 2000 in the Kila School Gymnasium.

10 P.M.
Meeting adjourned.

Minutes prepared and submitted by Mark Holston, Flathead Basin Commission.

